EXHIBITS OF JOINT COMMITTEE

EXHIBIT NO. 59
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Defense of Hawaii J‘W =
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The Island of Oahu, due to ite fortification, ite garrison, and ite
physical chamecteristics, is believed to be the strongest fortress in the
world,

To reduce Cahu the enemy must transport overseas an sxpesditionary
farce capable of executing a forced landirg against a garrison of appraxi-
mately 35,000 wen, manning 127 fixed coast defense guns, 211 antiaircraft
weapons, and more than 3,000 artillsry pieces and autcmatic weapons avail-
able for beach defensa. Without air superiority thie is an impossible

3 task.

Air Defenss. With adequate air defense ememy carriers, naval escorts
and tTansports will begin to coms under air Sttack at a cistance of ap-
proximately 750 miles, Thie attack will increase in intensity until when
within 200 miles of the ocbjsctive.the ensmy forces will be subject to
attack by all types of bombardment closely supported by our most modern

parsuit.

Haweiisn Adr Efonn. Inclwdipng the movemsnt of aviation now in
progress 3 s defended by’ 35 of our most modern flying fortressa
35 medium renge bombers, 13 light bombers, 150 pursuit of which 105 are
of ouwr most modern typs. In addition Hawaii is camadle of reinforcement
by heavy bombers from the mainland by air. With this force available a
major attack against Oshu is considered impracticable.

In point of sequence, sabotage is first to be sxpected and may,
within a very limited time, cause grsat damage. On this account, and
in order to assure strong control, it would be highly desirable to set
up & military cantrol of the islands prior to the likelihood of our in~
volvement in the Far East.
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